A   REVISED   FRONTIER   POLICY                    75
that such a chain of hospitals would be a potent
cause of peace and goodwill, and instrumental in
averting wars and preventing bloodshed. "I have
been," he said on one occasion, "among the fiercest
and most fanatical among the tribes across our
border, I have never once carried arms, but have
wandered along by day and by night through the
Frontier country. I have lived in their villages,
among them, and they have never betrayed me."
He was able to act in this way because his name
was known everywhere as their friend and helper.
Probably no other Englishman has ever learnt to
know the North-West Frontier tribes in recent
years as well as he did. His vivid account which
follows concerning the tribal feuds shows how
inconceivable would be a united and massed attack
on India itself from that quarter.
"The tribesmen across the Frontier," he writes,
"often themselves cannot go beyond gunshot of
their own borders; the very next village may be at
warfare and ready to slay any unwary neighbour
who wanders within their territory. Even a village
is often divided into two factions, which wage an
intermittent warfare upon each other. And this is a
sample of what obtains all along our border, tribe
against tribe, clan against clan, village against
village, and family against family. A prominent
Frontier chief once m conversation with me was
excusing himself for having never visited Bannu.
'You see,' he said, *I could not go there without
passing through the lands of my enemy, and the risk